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ECPA ACTION PLAN 
 

 General Aspects  

 

The ECPA Action Plan seeks to organize the Partnership's efforts in the area of hemispheric 

cooperation within a given timeframe, by establishing activities for each of its Pillars and 

Crosscutting Planks, designating leaders responsible for Thematic Areas, and determining the 

participating countries, periods of implementation, and expected outcomes. In short, the Plan 

is a tool to facilitate participatory monitoring of the Partnership's actions. 

 

 Timeframe 

 

The ECPA Action Plan covers a four-year period, and will be updated in the intervening 

periods between Ministerial Meetings. 

 

Initially, in the run-up to the 2017 Ministerial Meeting, the ECPA Steering Committee's work 

is based on suggested content for the preparation of two (2) consecutive phases of the Action 

Plan: 

 

- Phase 1 will cover a set of topics that are either priorities, or areas in which most 

progress has been made in the 2015-2017 period; and, it will include the activities 

derived from the design of this monitoring tool. 

 

Phase I (2015-2017) encompasses the process of designing the first ECPA Action 

Plan, making general determinations as to how the ECPA operates, and launching the 

initial specific activities for the Thematic Areas and Crosscutting Planks at a more 

advanced stage of development. 

 

- Phase 2 will cover the 2018-2019 period, for which general guidelines will be 

provided for most, or all of the Pillars, to be confirmed and fleshed out in the course of 

that period. 

 

 Contents 

 

The Action Plan is built on the ECPA Pillars, and takes global multilateral initiatives into 

account, such as the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Sustainable 

Energy for All (SE4All) objectives.  
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Global and Hemispheric Issues 

 

Levels Content 

Multilateral 

Framework 

SDGs and SE4ALL objectives for 2030: 

- Ensure universal access to modern, sustainable,  

and safe energy; 

- Substantially increase the share of Renewable Energy (RE) 

in the global energy mix; 

- Double the global rate of improvement in Energy Efficiency (EE) 

Hemispheric 

Framework 

ECPA’s seven (7) guiding Pillars on hemispheric cooperation: 

1. Energy Efficiency 

2. Renewable Energy 

3. Cleaner/more efficient use of fossil fuels 

4. Energy infrastructure 

5. Energy poverty  

6. Regional energy integration 

7. Energy research and innovation      

 

These broad guidelines are taken as the basis for developing Crosscutting Planks, Thematic 

areas, and cooperation activities for each of them.  

 

Resulting Themes 

 

Levels Content 

Crosscutting 

Planks 

Themes that involve more than one ECPA Pillar or Thematic Area, such as: 

- Policies and institutionalization 

- Transportation  

- Community participation in energy project development   

- Promoting awareness and education on environmental/energy issues 

- Training and labor (medium-sized enterprises) 

- Water-energy nexus 

Thematic 

Areas 

Those emanating from the II Ministerial Meeting: 

- Energy Efficiency normalization and standardization 

- Energy Efficiency in buildings 

- Energy management systems 

- Heavy oils 

- Renewable resource mapping 

- Access to modern energy 

- Public consultation 

- Electrical interconnection 

- Natural gas 
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ECPA should also seek to leverage the efforts of Multilateral Organizations, and initiatives 

such as the Clean Energy Ministerial, the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), 

Connecting the Americas 2022, the International Partnership on Energy Efficiency 

Cooperation, the CARICOM C-SERMS platform, the North American Energy Ministerial, 

and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Energy Working Group, among others. 

 

Given the evolving and incremental nature of the Action Plan, new lines arising from the 

ECPA Pillars and other sources may be incorporated in Plans for subsequent periods. 

 

 

 ECPA Ministerial Meeting 2017 

 

The III ECPA Ministerial Meeting will be held in Chile, possibly during the third quarter of 

2017. 

 

The ECPA-SC Chair (Chile) has proposed that the Meeting addresses “Energy Transition in 

the Americas” as the main theme. Other issues related to ECPA Pillars –such as Renewable 

Energy, Energy Efficiency, etc. – can be discussed under this title. This will be outlined and 

confirmed at Preparatory Meetings scheduled for 2016 and 2017. 

 

Possible deliverables for the Third ECPA Ministerial Meeting include: 

 

 A Ministerial Declaration, as a political endorsement for the Action Plan. 

 A progress report card on Thematic Areas, Crosscutting Planks, and Current Pillars. 

 An IDB Study on South American Energy Integration. 

 A set of public awareness-raising activities for promoting the ECPA, such as organizing 

Energy Week in the countries of the Americas. 

 Specific deliverables by sub-region. 
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